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1. Q. Did the Soviet youth of the non-official variety vwhom you met hold
any fresh or controversial viewpoints opposed to or different from
vhat passes for the current Party line?

A. I noticed slight degrees of variance from the norm but nothing startling.
They would always say, "I speak for all Soviet youth", and could never
understa.pd vhy we always replied, "I speak for myself only."

2. Q. What is their true thinking edther pre or con the Party line on:
|
a. Stalin?

A. I got the overall impresscion that Stalin 1s a great hero. I heard no
contrary: views on this subject.

b. The new regime and its leading personalities?

A. Very little was said about this. I asked students at Moscow University
whether they read Stalin and Lenin in their courses, and then asked
what Malenkov had written. The answer was, "Nothing, but you must
remember that Malenlov is not a theorist of the Party." The student
vwho answered was not being derogatory toward Malenkov. He was Just
trying to straighten out my thinking.

c. The so-called new economic look?

A. ‘They admit a tremendous problem in the agricultural and consumer goods
flelds. They say that their government is cognizant of +this and is
vworking to improve the situation. A director of e wool factory in Tbilisi
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remarked to me that undoubtedly we |in the US had better clothing y
but that the USSR was working to ccz-rect this. The i.nterpreter
translated his remark faithfully accordi.ng to one of the group who
understood a little Russian.

d. bsovilet foreign policy, parti.culirly with respect to Germany :
and the Korean war and truce? || I Co

|

|

A. Very little was said about Germany. | Their attitude about Korea :
was the stock argument that South Korea started the war with the }
help of the US. ‘ |

e. The "H" bomb?

|

\
! A. I didn't even discuss the "A" bomb s‘rith anyone .
f. War? l

A. Everyone in the USSR talked about péace One of our group asked

whether war was caming. A student answered that none would start
for five or six years. We asked why in that length of time. ‘I’he
i student was rather startled but a.nsh‘rered after a slight delsay ‘t.hat
: the US would be too weak to start a war until then. He said that

our: Wweaknecss had been demonstrated Korea. .

g. The purge of Beria? 1

A. The prevalling attitude was that Be]r‘ia got exactly what he had ccming
to him. They told us that he had tried to pit. one .nationality |against
another to weaken. the USSR and bwlld up his own strength. Nothing
was said about his dealing tra:.torops],v with the West. I th:Lnk: that,
the Soviet people are si.ncerely slad to be rid. of Beria and his
sinister mi’.'l.uence- .

h. Natianalism?.

A. I noticed no particular inddcations|of mationalism. There vas a véry
intense civic pride in Leningrad, much more so than elsevwhere.-| We - -
vwere repeatedly asked which we liked better , ‘Moscow or Lendngrad.

i. The US, the UK, France? ‘

e A. Very little was said about the UK axlull France. Generally speaking, I
think tkat they liked the average US| sitizem but not the /S Govern-

! ment- and the so-called "Trusts".: /! :

J. President Eisenhower?
A. The attitude was that Eisenhower is 6nly one man, not the Government

of the US. They seemed to believe tha.t~he is controlled by the| "Prusts"
and "Wall Street!. . . ) . oo

k. 'I'be Komsomols? ‘

1 A. I can't.remember any particular comments on thf- organization, aithoush
the Komsomol members seem to be a lJW <le more lmbued with the Party line.
\

1. The Soviet Army?

A. I don't recall any particular discussioen on this sublect.
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Did any Soviet youth whom
We asked this question Tepeatedly, No one ever smid "no". They mlveys

directives from above?

‘ i
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What questians regard.n’ng‘t.he US were most frequently asked?

1

|- )
There were four stock qu‘éstions which the State Depsrtment hac warned
us to expect. They wers |asked everywhere we went. In addition,
there were a couple of others vwhich were asked quite frequently.

The questions in the ordpjr- of their frequency were: .

a. Why was Paul Rdbésonl

refused a passport to receive the
Stalin Peace Prize? , _ |

4 |
b. Why is the US encircling the USSR with ‘air bases?

c. Why were visas denieﬁ the Soviet chess %pla.yers‘z
1 .

d. Why wes there a Korean war?

Do US students get JTPS aft

|
er they gradpate?
‘ i .

25X1X

In connection with the atéqve ; Wwhere did their real interest from
an iuformative point of view seem to 1ie? |

most concerned v:Li".h vwere the availability
of jobs and’scholarships.| Most of the students at Moseqw University
seemed to be primed with the questions I listed above, but. outside ,
of Moscow this didn't seem .to be so true. Occasionally we caught
them off guard and then their questions were more to the point end
seemed to be more clearly |of interest to them.

The things that they were‘

|

you met express a |desirs to visit the US?
. o .

said that they would like|to come but that the US Govermsent wowld
never grant them a visa. ]iWe remarcked to this that it was quite
possible that their government wouldn't give them a passport and asked

how many Soviet stuacnts had ever asked for a US visa. We never

heard of anyone who had. |
\

To vwhat extent does "Koms *u‘nolsknya Pravda" decide what stories and

articles it will run on % s own iritiative and to what extent on

We didn't ascertain this exactly. We asked.vwho detexrmined poligy

at’ every paper which we v:g.#ited. At "Komsomolskaya Prevda" we,

vere told that the editorial board of ten people determined this
policy. i
Were classes conducted in Russisn in the Ukraine? At what grades in

schopl and college wus the,‘iRussio.n lenguage @ ¢ampulsory subject?

I'm not certaln about the {Ilu'ame but in Geo#‘sia » classes were coa-
ducted in Georgien. Studqllzts mus* learn Georgilan, Russien, and a
foreign language. Because|of the necessity for learning Russilan,
the normal ten year coursej is lengthered to ll Years. The ten yeax
course is supposed to be t}?le norm for all of the USSR but in parts
of tha country only seven years are required'at this time.
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Russian is studied from Lhe second. class or year. ey start
school at seven so this instruction tegins at the age of eig
They| start their fore:gn]languhge in the third class. .Histo
is. studied four, eight yea.rs. -

\ : .
8. Q. Had the shops in Mogscow a‘nd outside recently, :anrea‘sed;their‘
assortment of ‘consumer gTods'? ‘
A. The Ltocks in the shops seleemed to be gbunlant. The shops were
crowé.ed and I saw very few lines waiting to buy. The people| |
seemed to be looking rather than buying in the luxury shops
selling Jjevelry, etc, but otherwise they were doing\a fair
amount of buying. I was ‘really amazed in all the crties I |
visxted at the business beinz done. The goods were more : |
attract:.vel,y displayed outsidp\of Moscow, and in Leningrad the|
displays were almost western ix? appearance. Even old Tbhilisi hhd
some |attractive window di‘splay.f;‘.‘ ) . 1 2N
‘ ‘
I |
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